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SUBJECT: BRUNEI REBELS IN MALAYSIA 

REF: KUALA LUMPUR 3287 

1. SUMMARY: GOM HAS GRANTED BRUNEI POLITICAL ESCAPEES 
ASYLUM ON CONDITION THEY REMAIN IN WEST MALAYSIA AND DO NOT 
ENGAGE IN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. BRUNEI HAS RETALIATED WITH 
RADIO BROADCAST ACCUSING GOM OP COMPLICITY IN ESCAPE AND 
PROMISING FURTHER RETALIATION ACCORDING TO "CIVILIZED 
STANDARDS AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH TEACHINGS OP ISLAM." 

IN REALITY, BRUNEI OPTIONS ARE SEVERLY LIMITED AND HMG HOPES 
KEEP TEMPERS COOL ON ALL SIDES. END SUMMARY. 

2. MPA ANNOUNCED JULY 26 THAT POLITICAL ASYLUM GRANTED TO 
ESCAPEES, INCLUDING TWO BRUNEIAN PRISON OPPICIALS WHO AIDED 
DETAINEES TO PLEE. A MALAYSIAN PRISON WARDER WORKING IN 
BRUNEI ALSO PLED WITH GROUP. IN ADDITION TO ZAINI AND JASSIN 
(REFTEL), ESCAPEES INCLUDED SHEIKH SALLEH BIN SHEIKH 
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MAHMUD, BROTHER OP BRUNEI REBEL LEADER AZAHARI. ASYLUM 
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GRANTED ON TWO CONDITONS: ESCAPEES MUST REMAIN IN WEST 
MALAYSIA AND THEY MUST REFRAIN EROM POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 

3. RETALIATION BY BRUNEI TO GOM MOVE HAS THUS EAR BEEN 
LIMITED TO RADIO BROADCAST, REPEATED SEVERAL TIMES DAILY EOR 
EOUR DAYS, WHICH CHARGES "NEIGHBORING STATE" OE COMPLICITY IN 
ESCAPE. ACCORDING BRUNEI ANNOUNCEMENT, DETAINEES ESCAPED ON 
JULY 12, AIDED BY BRUNEIAN AND MALAYSIAN WARDERS, AND ELED TO 
BRUNEI-CLAIMED LIMBANG TERRITORY WHERE THEY WERE TAKEN TO 
"NEIGHBORING COUNTRY WHERE...WHOLE PLAN WAS HATCHED." DES- 
PATCH ALSO REFERRED TO ESCAPE IN NOV 1972 OE THREE PRISONERS 

EROM SAME BRUNEI DETENTION CAMP WHO WERE LATER RETURNED BY GOM. 
THESE SAME PRISONERS REESCAPED IN ZAINI GROUP, THUS LEADING 
BRUNEI TO CHARGE THAT THEY ORIGINALLY RETURNED IN ORDER TO LEAD 
LARGER ESCAPE. BRUNEI ALSO PROMISED RETALIATORY ACTION 
AGAINST THOSE RESPONSIBLE BUT WITH VAGUE CAVEAT NOTED IN 
PARA ONE. IN CLOSING, PEOPLE OE BRUNEI ARE URGED TO UNITE 
AGAINST "NEIGHBOR WHO HAS HITHERTO BEEN THOUGHT TO BE SINCERE 
BUT WHO HAS NOW SHOWN TO BE TREACHEROUS" DESPITE COMMON 
RELIGION, WAY OE LIEE AND ALTHOUGH BRUNEI WISHES LIVE IN 
PEACE AND HARMONY WITH NEIGHBORS. 

4. GOM RESPONSE TO BRUNEI BROADCAST HAS BEEN LOW-KEY. MFA 
SPOKESMAN JULY 27 SAID THAT GOM ACTION IN GRANTING ASYLUM 
NOT CONNECTED WITH INTERNAL POLITICS IN BRUNEI. HE ALSO 
REJECTED IDEA THAT ANY OTHER NATION COULD IMPINGE ON GOM'S 
PREROGATIVE TO GRANT ASYLUM UNDER PRINCIPLES OE INTERNATIONAL 
LAW. 

5. ACCORDING UK HICOM OEFICER, BRUME'S OPTIONS ARE IN EACT 
VIRTUALLY NIL. GOM GRANTING OE ASYLUM HAS MADE ACADEMIC 
EXTRADITION (EVEN THOUGH THIS WOULD BE LEGALLY QUESTIONABLE 
UNDER UK LAW) OR DIPLOMATIC REQUEST EOR RETURN OF DETAINEES. 

RE POSSIBILITIES OF DIRECT ACTION, BRITISH OEEICERS IN BRUNEI 
ARMY OR GURKHAS COULD NOT BE USED TO INVADE LIMBANG, AL- 
THOUGH SOME (THOUGH NOT VERY GREAT) POSSIBILITY EXISTS EOR 
BRUNEI TO SEND IRREGULARS OR TERRORISTS INTO BRUNEI-CLAIMED 
AREA. OTHER TYPES OF RETALIATORY ACTION (E.G., CUTTING OFE 
AIRLINE FLIGHTS FROM MALAYSIAN TERRITORY) ALSO NOT LIKELY 
BECAUSE GOM COULD SEVER TELEX AND OTHE COMMUNICATIONS AS 
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COUNTER-MOVE. IN SHORT, BRUNEI'S MAIN RECOURSE IS TO 
RHETORIC AND HMG HOPES GOM SENSITIVITIES WILL NOT BE INELAMED 
BY BRUNEI ACCUSATIONS AND THREATS TO CAPTURE LIMBANG. HMG 
OE COURSE WILL ATTEMPT SOOTHE FEELINGS ALL AROUND, THOUGH IT 
CLEARLY DOES NOT ENJOY BEING MAN IN MIDDLE. 

6. COMMENT: AT THIS POINT, GRANTING OF ASYLUM IS FAIT 
ACCOMPLI AND PROSPECT SEEMS TO BE FOR HEIGHTENING OF RHE- 
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TORIC AND, ON COM SIDE, FORBEARANCE OF BRUNEIAN EMOTIONAL 
OUTBURSTS. 

LYDMAN 
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